
Want to put yourself in the shoes of a Native person? Picture someone coming into your house, 
speaking a foreign language, and taking over. Imagine them, having invaded your household ; 
Then, renaming your children and telling you that the traditions that you have retained for 
your entire life are barbaric and unsophisticated.Picture these aliens  enforcing their strange 
rules upon you. Picture them; depriving you of your rights and treating you as a subhuman. 
Imagine them then, on top of that, killing and maiming you and your people in horrific ways. 
This was the reality for Native people everywhere. Indigenous people, mainly women, are 
being murdered and maimed, left for dead in ditches.  
 
Shacaiah Harding. Henny Scott. Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind. These are just some names of 
the Native Americans missing in America. And to what avail? In the US, Native American 
women are five times more likely to be reported missing than any over race.  On average, there 
were 5,712 cases of missing and murdered indigenous women and girls in 2016 . These 
statistics are even more discerning when I tell you that Native Americans only make up about 
0.9 percent of the US population. 
You could blame it on the reservation communities, you could blame the problems in these 
communities, you could blame the lack of  integration of the Native American communities in 
White American life. However, personally, I blame racism. 
 
In Canada, the situation is only slightly better. With Natives making up only 4.9% of the 
Canadian population ,putting America to shame, a shocking 16% of the total homicides were 
committed against them, between 1980 and 2012.  
Still, many innocent women and children go missing in Canada’s Highway Of Tears. This is a 
four hundred and fifty mile long highway, running between the Native reserves and Canadian 
cities(Prince George, Prince Rupert, British Columbia).  
Disgracefully, over the past four decades, twenty women have gone missing here. Up to the 
present time, native women are still being found mutilated in the shrubbery surrounding the 
highway.  
 
 Primarily, this is because of the lack of governmental funding for the Native reserves - There is 
no means of transportation between the reserves and larger cities which has forced many 
Natives to have to hitch-hike. Furthermore, the Canadian police do not investigate many of the 
people who go missing in the Highway Of Tears. This is because many of the federal police are 
prejudiced against Natives, because the community is damaged due to the past few hundred 
years of Native assimilation (the last Canadian residential school was only closed down in 
1996.) These damaged communities negatively affect Native  women, some of whom are 
forced to sell their bodies after suffering from abuse within their communities.  
 
Down in Australia, Aboriginal people make up only 3% of the population. The Native history in 
Australia is bleak, with them being widely considered to be only subhuman up until recently.It 
was also legal to hunt Bushmen in Australia until 1936. Queensland was the last state in 
Australia to grant Aboriginals the vote in 1965.  Aboriginal people were not even considered as 
citizens until 1967. They were also seen as property of the state. Imagine someone coming into 
your home and telling you that you were their property.   
This is the reality for Native people everywhere. Imagine that. 
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