
 

 

Money Makes the World Go Round:   
The compromisation of democratic legitimacy and rise of elitism  

 
Undoubtedly, you’re acquainted with the cliche: ‘money makes the world go around.’ I 
contend that affluence is a determinant in diplomatic and electoral concerns, with far 
more bearing than is admissible in a nation conceived on democratic principles. In fact 
I’ll go to the extent of arguing that money not only makes the world go round, but is the 
master puppeteer manipulating all bureaucratic and legislative affairs.  
 
Political engagement with prosperous corporations undermines the very basis of 
democratic legitimacy. ‘Transparency, accountability, control of the abuse of power 
the official document outlining the inveterate principles of democracy reads like a 
biography of Britain’s failures. If we overlook the validity of a ‘multi-party system’, I 
guess we can just about convince ourselves that we have more than about 1.5 options 
and definitive leverage it proves much harder to maintain that we have any input into 
the way we are represented when governing bodies or authoritative figures are simply 
not held accountable for the countless times they’d been exploitative or deceptive. 
 
Take the tax evasion scandals in relation to the offshore investments in 2016, a scheme 
which Dave called ‘frankly and morally wrong’ in 2012, before it was revealed he 
actually participated in offshore investments too. Of course, Dave doesn’t have to be 
held ‘frankly’ or ‘morally’ accountable for these actions, because according to only 
himself, he participated in the legal  version of tax evasion, tax avoidance . How lucky is 
that? Not as lucky as Starbucks or Amazon, or Google which turned over a revenue of 
110bn last year but didn’t pay a single penny of corporation tax.  
 
This knowledge may cause you to feel slight aggravation, perhaps a twinge of 
hopelessness at the realisation that there is little you  can do to defeat elite 
organisations, or thwart elaborate tax evasion, sorry, avoidance  packages. But you 
needn’t worry because BBC2 or Channel 4 or something, are actually due to pump out 
another property porn archetype, á lá benefits street, that vilifies, stereotypes and 
alienates its subjects in order to distract its intended audience of those affectionately 
nicknamed ‘Britain’s hard-workers’ by Tory and Labour MP’s alike, from our 
ridiculously fallible legislation around tax emission and accountability, by misdirecting 
the nation’s exasperation, and pointing it towards benefits claimants.  So you can stop 
trying to wrap your mind around how and why elite establishments get away with 
elaborate tax evasion, sorry, avoidance  now, and dutifully tweet spoon-fed opinions 
about the rise in ‘something for nothing’ culture without realising that you too subsist 
on a combination of minimum wage and state benefits. 
 
Personally I’d argue that the other end of the tax evasion spectrum is far more 
intriguing. Picture a scene in which corporate allies, befittingly clad in leisure suits, 



 

 

each puffing hand-carved tobacco pipes, merily conspire together for nights on end, 
until reaching a climactic Eureka! moment, indicating that they’ve concocted a faultless 
contrivance of loopholes, legislatory inadequacies and juridical defects that allow them 
to ‘lawfully’ dodge and swerve tax liabilities. Deviously prevaricating tax laws in 
affiliation to their businesses, that they are legally, if not morally obligated to pay. 
 
Okay, so there is no sensational eureka moment, nor sleepless nights. (and probably no 
tobacco pipes) In fact the system is far easier to  than one would assume. All you really 
need is money. Affluent CEO’s, business owners, invest in accounting firms, maybe 
even one of the Big Four; the connoisseurs of the art of tax-dodging, who revise the 
structure of their business models, for the sole purpose of tax avoidance. The entire 
fraudulent affair is much less theatrical than what I originally described. It is perhaps 
for this reason that Channel 5 or  or something, didn’t see as much entertainment 
potential as it did in Benefits Street. Or perhaps, my idea for a substitute fails to fulfill 
the original’s surreptitious purpose. Without such a programme providing us with the 
perfect subjects to misdirect our contempt at, we might just begin to try to wrap our 
minds around the real issue at hand. The fact that the rich and powerful answer to no 
law and no authority in fact they write their own. 
 
In the absence of such programmes, scapegoating the most vulnerable and 
disempowered social groups, conveniently those without widespread cultural 
influence, political power and the means to fund legal defense, the unheeding public 
may finally begin to direct their contempt at the genuine villains, those who exploit 
their influence and power in order to circumvent any form of legislative restrictions, 
essentially placing them above the law due to financial dominance. Our national 
sovereignty buckles under the pressure of our perverted system like a contortionist in 
a bizarre game of twister. 
 
The gap between the rich and the poor grows ever-larger, but much like we  to the 
inexorable assault of violent imagery in the media, we have become desensitized to the 
corruption of authority in Britain. The concept of lobbying for instance, is  to us, yet it is 
an iniquitous process involving committees, essentially paying  for more legislatory 
influence. Likewise, Gerrymandering, a process in which paid  consultants manipulate 
constituency boundaries in order to skew election outcomes in favour of those hiring 
them, along with countless other corporal manifestations of our systems perversity, 
merely provides further evidence for the untenable fact that in our purportedly 
democratic nation, political impact has a price. As a consequence, the regular civilian's 
voice is drowned out by the domineering arrogation of the rich and powerful, and 
we’ve become accustomed to it. 


