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It's fun to run out from under the weight of the world’s many pain-filled anvils. It's also 
easier. Easier to do drugs, drink alcohol and pretend that what is actually going on in the 
world is not happening. It's easier to tell jokes, make light of the dark, callous times we’re 
living in and hope that one day through the miraculous might of Zeus, all that is wrong in the 
world will be cured with laughter.  
 
These are the thoughts that came to roost in my head after watching a 1 minute clip 
promoting a "satirical comedy” sketch portraying young Muslim women leaving their homes 
to go and be wives of men belonging to the terrorist organisation "ISIS". When I first heard 
the name “Real Housewives of ISIS” I was adamant that I would not watch it as the title itself 
painted a morbid picture of the apparent insensitive nature of the show and it was only after 
the incessant pleas of some of my peers that I decided to give it a go as I was assured “It [was] 
hilarious and not offensive!” 
It begins with showing one Muslim woman showing off her suicide vest to her friends which 
garners mixed reactions as whilst both her friends tell her she looks nice, the clip cuts to a VT 
where one of the friends confesses that she feels her friend is wearing the same suicide vest 
as her. That was one of the points in the sketch where those around me began to laugh. The 
clip then cuts to another Muslim woman claiming her husband bought her a new chain - we 
then discover this chain is actually being used by her husband to ensure she has no freedom 
of movement and is confined to the kitchen. Surprisingly this was another point in which 
laughter was seen as the appropriate response and much to the dismay of the people around 
me, my face was blank with feelings I did not yet know how to express. 
 
After 500 arguments with my peers on whether or not the video was offensive I realised it 
was all a matter of perspective; those who can switch off their contextual knowledge about 
the world's atrocities (children dying, women being raped and held against their will, the fact 
that a lot of the girls that travelled to become wives to jihadists were under the age of 18) 
and those like me who find it hard to laugh when the joke matter at hand is based on current 
real life stories of rape, slavery, grooming, child abuse, people exploding themselves in order 
to kill others and the other horrible things that are happening everyday and also the people 
like me who cannot separate a video depicting rudimentary stereotypical images of what is 
considered to be a "terrorist" in the 21st century from the real world implications that 
images like that have on a rapidly growing intolerant society and the “fuel to fire” effect 
these images have on pre-existing racial tensions. 
 
Picture this - A comedy depicting a group of young people in Paris getting all glammed up to 
go and see their favourite band “Eagles of Death Metal” in concert. They show up, enjoying 
the music and then bam bam shots fired everyone's dead because after all it was an Eagles of 
DEATH concert. See what I did there? It's ironic, satirical and creates conversation just like 
the “Real Housewives of ISIS” but I wonder how many people with their selective capacity 
for compassion and humour would find that funny? Or would everyone grab their pitchforks 
and run the creators out of town, then change their profile pictures to red white and blue and 
start #prayingforparis? 

http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-3331846/Teenage-Islamist-poster-girl-fled-Austria-join-ISIS-beaten-death-terror-group-trying-escape-Syria.html
https://www.google.co.uk/amp/www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/isis-release-rape-handbook-fighters-7087004.amp
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/18/world/europe/jihad-and-girl-power-how-isis-lured-3-london-teenagers.html?_r=0


 
I grow sick and tired of being sick and tired of western society’s inability to empathise with 
anyone who isn’t cut from the same privileged cloth us. We are only sad when we are the 
ones involved and if those involved ever happen to be the “others” we instead make a joke 
out of it so it is an easier pill to swallow down our spoon fed throats.  
Despite all of the things stated above I do understand those that choose to laugh in the face 
of the horrors of today’s world and if I am to be honest it is an ability that I long for as I 
imagine how easier I would be able to sleep at night if I could laugh at, instead of cry for. 
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