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Over the Years, Hackney has been well known for its diverse 
population, rendering it a palette for the creative, outlandish 
minds and for trendy high street fashion.  
 
As a cultural melting pot, ‘Dalston market’ personifies the gamut 
of creed and skin shade, a perfect location for community 
cohesion. This has made a good impact on how well communities 
accept one another no matter what race or culture you may be; 
but beneath its trendy visage lies serious crime that has been 
ongoing ; although recently, things are starting to look up for the 
crime rates in the borough. Research shows that from April 

2015-April 2016 several crime rates  have decreased in numbers but some are  still slowly increasing, meaning 
we still have work to do! 
 
On the whole, many people will agree that it’s easier to gain access to weapons than it was before. This is 
resulting in several crimes taking place, making it harder for police to tackle down on the issues from the 
moment they arise; just because numbers decrease, doesn’t mean the crime itself is going to stop. 
Metropolitan reports that the number of firearm offences from May 2015 has decreased from 9 to 6, in only a 
year. It is also said that crime has reduced by 11% in the last 5 years and by 30% in the last 10, with 12,000 
fewer victims of crime. Antisocial behaviour is however the highest rate of them all, with a massive 430 
offences.  
 
The most frequently occurring crimes are: 

- Robbery  
- Misuse of substances  
- Possession of firearm  
- Sexual assault  

 
With these crimes being severely dangerous, there is no doubt that something needs to be done. Instead of 
approaching them in a negative manner we should be thinking of ways to prevent  disruption within our 
communities.  Many say that youths are the main cause of these crimes but everyone should take 
responsibility; like the old saying ‘it takes a community to raise a child’. 
 
Hackney has several gangs plotted around the area, all with their own unique ‘title’.  

- A road (Amhurst road) 
- Holly street Boys (Dalston,Holy street) 
- Pb (located in Pembury Estate) 

Although this is a serious concern, these gangs have been around for several years and still nothing has been 
done to abolish them.  
 
Students from the area carried out a survey around Hackney to sum up the public's views on how safe they feel 
in their community (fairly carried out by selecting different age groups,ethnicity ,occupation). The data shows 
that majority of the public feel as though police ‘do not’ make people feel safe in their area.  One person in 
particular stated that there was ‘a lot of mess that we need to  clean up’- that being a generalised statement,I 
got the idea that the young woman was not pointing fingers at anyone.  
 
The young people picked at small issues within the topic of crime, for example;  
-what age range is responsible? 
-is there enough being done to prevent crime? 

http://www.met.police.uk/crimefigures/boroughs/gd_month%20-%20mps.htm
http://www.hackney.gov.uk/crime-and-safety


Gaining a first hand response from actual residents of the area is more reliable than hearing someone’s opinion 
on a place they know nothing about. 


