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Introduction  
 
East London Arts & Music (ELAM) is the new industry academy for 16-19 year olds. We are 
focused on developing the next generation of young creative and business talent; providing 
real recognition, professional skills and opportunities needed to better the music and media 
industries of tomorrow. 
 
All schools in Newham and Tower Hamlets have a similar approach to meeting the needs of 
young people with Special Educational Needs, and are supported by the Local Authority to 
ensure that all young people regardless of their specific needs make the best possible 
progress whilst in school.  
 
East London Arts and Music will meet the needs of trainees with the following SEND: 
 

● Communication and Interaction 
● Cognition and Learning 
● Social, mental, and emotional health 
● Sensory/Physical  

 
The following information in this report will detail the offer within the school and the ways in 
which parents and trainees may access that support.  
 
How do we at ELAM identify and assess children/young people with special educational 
needs? 

● Reading Tests (NFER Group reading tests) 

● Induction testing (literacy) 

● Induction Questionnaire identifying pre-existing SEND 

● Pass test 

● Dyslexia screening where necessary 

● Health Questionnaire (physical difficulties/focus) 

● Information from previous school 

● Self Identification 
● Ongoing assessment from staff 

 

How do we evaluate the effectiveness of our provision for students with special 
educational needs and how do we assess and review the progress of these students? 

● Your child needs will be constantly monitored by personal tutors and teaching staff.  
● Your child will be added to the SEND register if they have an identified special 

educational need 
● Your child’s progress is measured against IEP targets is monitored, measured and 

analysed termly. IEP targets are reviewed accordingly. 
● Academic progress data is measured, monitored and reviewed against students’ 

academic targets set in line with the school’s policy. Targets are ambitious as we have 
very high expectations of all our students. 

● Attendance, behaviour and exclusions data is also measured, monitored and 

  



evaluated at least termly. 
● Impact of interventions is measured using a range of data pre and post intervention 

so effectiveness is measured effectively in terms of students’ outcomes. 

 

Who are the people who support trainees with special educational needs and disabilities 
at ELAM? All are contactable via phone call or email to make an appointment 

Personal Tutor (recommended as the first point of contact)  
Pastoral Lead (Rochelle Robertson - recommended only after the Personal Tutor has been 
contacted first) 
SENCO ( Yvonne Dixon - Unqualified)  
SENCO consultant (Tina Van Der Graaf) 
 

● They are responsible, in partnership with the SENCO, for ensuring that all 
members of staff working with your child are aware of their individual needs 
and the specific adjustments that need to be made to enable them to be 
included and make progress.  

● Checking in and supporting the process of your child across all subjects. 
Liaising with subject staff where necessary.  

● Supporting the emotional, social and wellbeing of your child whilst at school.  
● Maintaining contact with you as necessary to inform you of your child’s 

progress and wellbeing.  

Subject Teacher  

● Ensuring that all trainees have a good access to understanding of teaching 
and that the curriculum is adapted to meet their needs.  

● Regularly checking on the progress of your child to re-evaluate if any extra 
support is needed. This could come in the form of additional support, adapting 
resources, interventions etc. Subject teachers will also liaise with SENCO and 
head of department in regards to this where necessary. 

● Contribution to the creation of the Individual Education Plans with regard to 
their subject, and reviewing these with parents and SENCO once a term.  

● Ensuring that they follow the SEND policy for all the SEN trainees that they 
teach.  

Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (Unqualified - Yvonne Dixon)  
Deputy Special Education Needs Co-ordinator  (Undertaking NASENCO qualification - 
Rochelle Robertson) 
 

● They are responsible for:  Coordinating all the support for trainees with Special 
Educational Needs and or Disabilities (SEND), and developing the school’s SEND 
Policy to make sure all students get a consistent, high quality response to meeting 
their needs in school.  

● Making sure that you are:  Fully involved in supporting your child’s learning  Kept 
informed about the support your child receiving.  Fully Involved in reviewing how 
they are progressing.  Fully involved planning your child’s support.  

● Liaising with all the other people who may be coming into school to help support your 
child’s learning e.g. Speech and Language Therapy, Educational Psychology etc.  

● Updating the school’s SEND additional needs register, “a system for ensuring all the 

  



special educational, physical and sensory needs of students in this school are known 
and understood” and making sure that there are excellent records of your child or 
young person or young person’s progress and needs.  

● Providing specialist support for teachers and support staff in the school so they can 
help all students with SEND in the school) to achieve their potential.  

● Supporting your child’s subject teachers in writing Individual Education Plans (IEP) 
that specify the targets set for your child or young person or young person to 
achieve.  

● Preparing an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) where needed.  
● Organising training for staff so they are aware and confident about how to meet the 

needs of your child or young person or young person and others within our school 

Teaching Assistant (may be allocated to some trainees with SEN and or disabilities or may 
be involved in support or intervention)  

● Our teaching assistant may be allocated to work with a student with SEN or provide 
specialist support in a particular area or subject.  Whilst they take a very valuable 
role in your child’s learning here at ELAM, it is preferable that any questions 
regarding your child’s learning are directed to the members of staff as stated above. 
The personal tutors, pastoral lead, subject teachers and SENCO are all fully involved 
in the any support offered and make the decisions in conjunction with the parents, on 
the type of support and interventions offered.  

Principal - (Charlie Kennard) 

● Responsible for the day to day management of all aspects of the school, this includes 
the support for all students with SEND.  

● Delegation of responsibility to SENCO, subject teachers, and form tutors but has 
overall responsibility of ensuring that your child’s SEND needs are met and that they 
make the best possible progress.  

● Ensuring the governors are kept up to date with all issues at ELAM relating to SEND.  

SEND Governor (Ed Butcher)  

● Making sure that the school has an up to date SEND Policy  
● Making sure that the school has appropriate provision and has made necessary 

adaptations to meet the needs of all students in the school  
● Making sure that the school’s SEN funding is appropriately spent.  
● Making sure that the necessary support is made for any student who attends the 

school who has SEN and/or disabilities.  
● Making visits to understand and monitor the support given to students with SEND in 

the school and being part of the process to ensure your child or young person or 
young person achieves his/her potential in school. 

 

 

 

 

  



 

What are the different types of support available for all trainees with SEN/disabilities 
within the school  

Types of Support provided What does this mean for your child?  Who can access this 
support?  

Quality First Teaching 
Subject teacher input via 
good/outstanding 
classroom teaching.  

● The teacher will have the 
highest possible expectations 
for your child and all other 
students in the classroom. 

● All teaching is based on building 
what your child already knows, 
can do and can understand.  

● Putting in place different ways 
of teaching , so that your child is 
fully engaged in class.  This may 
involve using more practical 
learning or providing different 
resources adapted for your 
child.  

● Putting in place specific 
strategies as suggested by 
SENCO or external agencies to 
enable your child to access the 
learning task. This may include 
support from the Teaching 
Assistant for those with a 
particular difficulty.  

All trainees 

Additional Needs 
Register 
Where the subject 
teachers and SENCO 
conclude the the trainee 
needs extra support. 
 
Specific small group work 
- This group may be run in 
the classroom or outside 
of scheduled lesson time. 
This may be led by school 
staff or external agencies.  
 
Interventions  
  
 

● Your child’s teacher will have 
carefully checked on your 
child’s progress and will have 
decided that your child has a 
gap in their learning and 
therefore needs some extra 
support to help close the gap 
between them and their peers.  

● You will immediately be 
informed and a be a full partner 
in reviewing additional support 
and interventions.  

● Subject tutors will plan with you 
and the SENCO interventions 
to support your child’s learning. 
These interventions will have 
clear targets to help them make 
progress.  

● Interventions may include small 
group work or individual 

Any child who has 
specific gaps in their 
understanding of 
subject/area of 
learning.  

  



sessions on a specific subject.  
● You will always be involved in 

decisions about how the 
support will be used and what 
strategies that will be put into 
place.  

● You will be provided with the 
contact details for any agencies 
of services outside the school 
who are, or will work with your 
child. 

 

Education Health Care 
Plan (EHCP) 

● If despite the outstanding 
classroom teaching, the 
interventions and the referrals 
to external agencies, you can 
request that your local 
authority makes a statutory 
assessment for a EHCP to 
created for your child. This is a 
legal process and you can find 
further information about the 
Newham offer here. 
https://www.newham.gov.uk/P
ages/ServiceChild/Support-in-s
chool-for-children-with-SEN.as
px  

● This is done in full partnership 
with you and your child.  After 
the school have sent the 
information to the local 
authority, they will decide 
whether they think your child’s 
needs are sufficient enough to 
need a statutory assessment.  

● If this is the case they will ask 
you and all professionals 
involved with your child to 
write a report as to how their 
short, medium and long term 
goals will be met.  

● After the EHCP has been 
created, ELAM will will ensure 
that the support identified will 
be put into place.  

● The progress your child makes 
with the support identified will 
be regularly reviewed and 
changed according to any 

Trainees whose 
learning needs are 
more severe, 
complex and 
potentially lifelong.  
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progress made.  

 

How will we support your child with identified SEND 

● You will be invited to visit the school with your child to have a look around and speak 
to the staff and meet all key individuals who will work with you and your child whilst 
they are here at ELAM.  

● Following the settling in period the SENCO will arrange an early meeting with you to 
review the your child’s learning.  

● Subject teachers plan lessons according to the specific needs of the of all groups of 
trainees in the class. 

● Trainees who have SEN will have access to our teaching assistant support.  

How can I let the school know I am concerned about my child’s learning whilst at ELAM?  

● If you have any concerns about your child we recommend that you speak to their 
personal tutor initially at your earliest convenience. 

● If you are not happy that the concerns are being managed and still feel as though 
your child is not making progress you should then contact the SENCO, or Principal.  

● If you are still not happy then you make an appointment to speak to the school’s SEN 
Governor.  

How will the school let me know if there are any concerns about my child’s learning in 
school? 

● The teacher will discuss your child’s progress and needs at termly parents evenings, 
you will be informed of any additional support being given. 

● After monitoring your child’s progress if no significant change has been made the 
school will then make a decision whether to monitor it or put in place an intervention, 
at this stage you will be informed.  These interventions make take place for a short or 
a longer period of time.  

● If your child is still not making progress we will then discuss with you these potential 
options: 

- Any concerns you may have 
- Any further interventions or referrals to outside professionals to support your child’s 

learning.  
- How we can work together, to support your child further at home/school. 

 

Links to local offer: 

https://www.newham.gov.uk/Pages/Category/Special-educational-needs.aspx 
http://www.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk/ 
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